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Welcome to the CostingNet specific user manual ς this is a step by step illustration of CostingNet 

- This is a specific instruction for CostingNet V3.58 onward. For earlier version please refer to the old manual. 

- For installation instruction, please refer to the separate installation guide. 

- For the general instruction of our software, please refer to the ibuyer.hk general software manual. 

- For the platform, database structure and design change of software, please refer to the technical manual 
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03. Start using CostingNet ς logon user name and password. (p.03) 
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06. How to input the retail price calculation section? (p.09) 
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09. The purposes of cost history compare report. (p.14) 
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11. The cost breakdown detail compare ς useful comparison between suppliers. (p.17) 

12. Raw material (fabrics) cost detail breakdown compare report. (p.18) 

13. Sub-contract charges cost detail breakdown compare report. (p.19) 
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17. The cost against quote comparison report. (p.25) 

18. Exchange Rate Panel ς edit exchange rate or add new currency. (p.27) 
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Target user of CostingNet 

The CostingNet is designed for cost calculation, which is gathering the style details, input fabrics, trims, labor, subcontract, 

manufacturing cost breakdown and then issue quotation. It also calculate selling price for retailer or chain store operator whoever 

domestic or export. It covers all kinds of soft line products, apparel, garment, fashion accessories, socks, neckties, household textiles, 

premiums, giftware and general merchandise. 

 

 

The design concept of CostingNet 

The CostingNet is supposed to be used by buying office and manufacturer that require precise costing element. The CostingNet is 

simply saying a detail costing table, quotation and cost comparison system. It is designed with a two important modules; 

1. CostingNet Panel; collect style information with fabrics, trims, labor, subcontract and other cost breakdown. 

2. Quotation Panel; issue price quote to final customer. 

 

Logic of using CostingNet; 

Follow 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6Χ.etc and user must create a costing detail for an article (style) before they can issue a quotation to customer. 

Since they have to select article no. in the quotation panel with the related cost breakdown, otherwise it wonΩt be available for 

selection. 

 

Once the style has pulled out, it will also show the net cost, ex-origin, landed cost and etc. merchandiser can have a full comparison 

of all the costs before they made a quote. Same time closely looking at the margin for thoughtful consideration in the acceptance 

and competitiveness of their quote.  
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Start using CostingNet ς logon user name and password 

When you click the desktop shortcut or the start menu bar shortcut of CostingNet, the application will then started. 

If it wonΩt start and pop up with warning message, please read the message carefully and see what happen, 

Usually the CostingNet is installed in a network share folder. Most of the problem is the PC that hosts the share folder did not 

turn on or the LAN is not working fine. 

Once turn on, you will see following screen: 

 

Then continue logon using the name and password purchase from ibuyer.hk 

If you are only perform a trial on the software, input 

Name: demo 

Password: 123 

And so you may try CostingNet for 30 days and upon trial period finish, a message will pop up and remind you to buy license 

from us. 

Once you logon with the correct user name and password, you will see a security warning dialogue, this is normal and please 

continue to select open CostingNet. 

DonΩt worry about the unsafe message warning, it just a default message for unsigned macro warning message. 
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Once it is open normally, the costing panel will display for user to read / write their data. 

 

Above is the costing panel of CostingNet, 

Which is the main form of CostingNet and will be opened when start. 

 

The Cost ID number is an auto number and is generated by the database user wonΩt be able to change it. 

It is an important number for each costing record, may use it to find, select in the pull down list. 
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Costing Panel ς the main working panel 

When you open the CostingNet software, you will see this main working panel. In-fact, this is the master costing panel for all of the 

costing you are going to do in this software. Once it is open, it will pull out you costing sheet one by one with a descending order. 

(The last or most recent Cost ID will show on top) 

 

The admin button opens a database administration feature panel; which has some important functions. Like back up, automatic 

schedule back up, user right set up, password, and host set up, remote connection and so onΧ 

ItΩs really important that you back up your business data once a day, please go to this panel and set up the automatic schedule back 

up. If in worst case, you will need to recover your important data by restore the backup copy. Please keep it in a separate storage 

media and in a safe location.  

You may also use the remote connection and the host set up to use the CostingNet software over internet. Suppose your factory is 

located in China and your employee fill in the costing sheet in the factory. While you are on trip or in your Hong Kong sales office, you 

will need this feature to read / write the costing information. 

The cost summary table is a calculated result, you wonΩt be able to edit on it directly. It will reflect the change you have made on the 

sections of the cost sub-table. (i.e. 2, 3, 4, 5 cost sub-table) 

 

There are 2 cost summary tables. 

1. Currency for costing & quotation ς use this cost as main working currency for quotation and comparison. i.e. USD, EUR 

2. 2
nd

 currency for reference only ς use this cost as reference for you local currency. i.e. RMB, INR 
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How to start creating a costing sheet for an article? 

The CostingNet is used to generate costing and quotation for soft line products; it means any product with the raw material is soft. 

(Fabrics, textiles, leather, PU, PVC and etc) like garment, clothing, fashion accessory, footwear, necktie, bags, luggage, sporting goods 

and etc. 

So that the costing sheet combines of four section (2, 3, 4, 5) as the basic costing elements (cost sub-table); 

a/ Raw material & trims; fabrics, textiles, labels, zipper, button or any trim parts being used in the finish product. 

b/ labor & workmanship cost; the labor cost of individual process ς sleeve setting, front placket sewing, waistband setting.  

c/ Manufacture & packing; the manufacturing cost of the product ς cutting, ticketing, ironing, pressing, packing, in house inspection. 

d/ sub-contract charges, transportation & other; any process provided by sub-contractor ς washing, printing, embroidery. 

 

 

If you are going to create a costing sheet, please click add new button and then input the basic information of your product first. 

After you have fill in the basic information of the style, you may then move to fill in the four cost sub-table. 

 

Simply saying; 

Step 1; fill in 1. Article Details. 

Step 2; fill in 2. Raw material & trimming cost > 3. Labor & workmanship cost > 4. Manufacturing & packing cost > 5. Subcontract, 

transportation & other cost > 6. Retail price calculation. 

Meantime, the subtotal of the above 4 cost elements will be shown on the cost summary table in dual currencies. 

 

 


